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1.What is PoLNET?

• Community-driven UKRI-funded 
network of physical and life 
scientists

• Goal is to bring together 
researchers across the physical-life 
sciences interface

• Core aim is to integrate 
understanding across multiple 
scales
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Mark Leake Professor of Biological Physics, University of York

Martin Cann Professor of Biosciences, Durham University

Stephen Smye Professor of Medicine and Health, University of Leeds
Karis Baker Physics of Life Network manager

Olwyn Byron Professor of Biophysics, University of Glasgow

Pietro Cicuta Professor in Department of Physics, University of Cambridge

Susan Cox Fellow in the Randall Division of Cell & Molecular Biophysics at KCL 

Carina Dunlop Senior L:ectruer of in Mathematics, University of Southampton 
Simon Hanna Reader in Experimental Physics, University of Bristol

Martin Howard Professor of Computational and Systems Biology, John Innes Centre

Jamie Hobbs Professor of Physics, University of Sheffield

Graham Leggett Professor of Chemistry, University of Sheffield

Gareth Davies Procter & Gamble

Andrew Turberfield Professor of Physics, University of Oxford

Peter Weightman Professor of Physics, University of Liverpool
Rivka Isaacson Reader in Chemical Biology, KCL

Steering group Management team

Karis Baker

Network 
Administrator

Stephen Smye

Physics of 

Medicine Chair & 
Co-Chair PoLNET

Martin Cann
Co-Chair PoLNET

Mark Leake
Chair PoLNET

Delivering PoLNET aims



https://www.physicsoflife.org.uk/

PoLNET activities

• Supporting 
conferences/workshops, 
sandpits, pump-priming…

• Helping to develop 
strategic visions for UK 

• Supporting the next 
generation of PoL
researchers…
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PoLNET post-doctoral 
research associate call Q & As

Are holders of fellowships covering 

salary and consumables eligible for 

this scheme?

If you currently hold or have previously held a 

significant grant - usually defined as those which 

included PDRA time, capital equipment or were in 

excess of £100,000 (FEC) – you would not be 

eligible.

Will this grant call be open in 

subsequent years?

As it stands, this is a one-off grant call.

Is £25k the “80% value”, so the FEC 

value is £31.25k?

As is usual with most UKRI funding, the contribution 

from UKRI will be 80% FEC (i.e., £20k)– so, the host 

institution will need to agree to cover the 

remaining 20% (i.e., £5k). In the full proposal your 

support letter from the relevant host HoD should 

detail this.

Can a postdoc apply if they will no 

longer be employed at their host 

institution when decisions are 

announced?

You must have a current PDRA or equivalent position 

at the time of applying and you should expect to 

satisfy this employment criterion for the duration of 

the award.


